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Editors: In Focus Year 2000
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On about October 12,
1999, Earths population passed
6 billion. The number of youth
ages 15 to 24 just entering their
reproductive years: 1 billion.
Further sobering facts from Popular Science for October 1999:
• World population projected for
the year 2050: 8.9 billion.
• Percentage of goods and services consumed today by the richest
fifth of humanity: 86.
• Percentage consumed by the
poorest fifth: 1.3.
• Percentage increase since 1957
in personal consumption by people
in the United States: 100.
• Number of people worldwide
who do not have enough to eat: 1 in
7.
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record for stinginess. For as long as
people have kept track, never did
the United States give a smaller
share of its money to the world’s
poorest. — Washington Post, Nov.
25, 1999, p. 1.
• Sobering message from the
prophet Amos (contem porary
translation): “Woe to you church
members, citizens of a foremost
nation, sleeping on expensive kingsize waterbeds, lounging couch bugs
fattening on a diet of lamb chops
and fillet mignon; spending God’s
money on rock concerts, perfuming
yourself with Joy, getting drunk on
French champagne— but unconcerned about the poverty and misery
of God’s suffering poor.”
• Sobering message from down
on the farm: Some people want to
see God with their eyes as they see a
cow, and to love Him as they love
their cow. They love their cow for
the milk and cheese and profit it
makes them.

At Ease in Zion
Meanwhile, in the 1990s America enjoyed one of its most prosperous decades ever. But it also set a
48
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This is how it is with people who
love God for the sake of outward
wealth or inward comfort. They do
not rightly love God when they love
Him for their own advantage.
Indeed, I tell you the truth. Any
object you have in your mind, how
ever good, will be a barrier between
you and the inmost truth.—Meister
Eckhart, quoted in Heirlooms.

Jerry’s?) With such delicacies have
come heart disease, stroke, cancer,
and diabetes—items not on Heav
en’s “dessert” list.
Unbelievable
What is the basis of salvation? “By
grace alone, in faith in Christ’s sav
ing work and not because of any
merit on our part, we are accepted
by God and receive the Holy Spirit
who renews out hearts while equip
ping and calling us to good works.”
Wording of the “Doctrine of Salva
tion” in Seventh-day Adventists
Believe. . .? No. Clifford Goldstein in
the Adventist Review7. No. The word
ing of one of Luther’s 95 theses? No.
Just the Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification signed in
Augsburg, Germany, on October 31,
1999, by the Lutheran World Feder
ation and the Vatican!
In addition to affirming that sal
vation is not earned by works of
merit, the Declaration says that
many of the condemnations con
cerning justification hurled at each
other by Lutherans and Catholics
during the Reformation no longer
apply. Said George H. Anderson,
presiding bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America: The
Joint Declaration is a “significant
milestone” in reconciling the two
churches’ traditions “on this crucial
article of the Christian faith.”
Believe it when you hear the
Pope, from his Vatican balcony,

Increasing Life Spans?
Have you heard that we’re living
longer than our grandparents? We
are— 23 years longer than 100 years
ago. But, that statistic is misleading.
The 23-year advantage stems from
decreases in infant mortality and
maternal death during childbirth. If
you’re 45, your life expectancy is
only about 6 years longer than it was
100 years ago.
Why so little? Diet, says a The
Quiet H our’s Whole Life health
brochure. “While we’ve developed
vaccines and antibiotics to save us
from common killers like typhoid
fever, cholera, smallpox and yellow
fever, we’ve also radically changed
our diet. In the past only aristocrats
gorged themselves on meat and
cheese. The vast majority of people
were poor. They ate a simple, health
ful diet of vegetables, whole grains,
fresh fruits and starches.”
Yup. We can afford rich, fatty
foods. (Is your favorite Pizza Hut or
McDonalds? Fillet mignon or Tbone? Haagen Daz or Tom and
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rebuke those Catholics seeking
Indulgences, rescind the doctrine of
Purgatory, repent of seeking inter
cession by the Virgin Mary, toss his
prayer beads, and cease canonizing
“saints”

Parents Matter
“Do parents matter? That’s what
everybody’s asking. It’s what every
body asked in 1998 after Judith Rich
Harris’s The Nurture Assumption
popularized the notion that parents
don’t, in fact, matter much—that
what matters, to teens, is not nature
or nurture but peer groups. To my
mind Columbine challenges that
idea. Who, after all, did the students
call in the moments they thought
were their last, when they were hid
ing from the killers under desks and
in storerooms? They took their cell
phone and punched in the numbers
of their parents. They wrote let
ters—to their mothers and fathers.
One girl told reporters, later, that her
only hope was that she’d see her
mom again; a 15-year-old boy,
according to a wire story, ‘was seen
running screaming for his mother
before he was shot in the back.’
“Therein lies Columbine’s hideous
irony: The ostracized loners, killing
those they hated, confirm the power,
to teens, of peers. The peers them
selves, speed-dialing those they
loved, confirm the power, to teens, of
parents. Parents matter. Even to a
teenager, even in that world of chaos
and joy and confusion, parents mat
ter. What a terrible way to find this
out.”—Liza Mundy in POSTMOD
ERN, her column in the Washington
Post Magazine, May 16, 1999, p. 6. □

Bridging the Gap
Before this year is over, the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) and the Episcopal Church
expect to be in “full communion.”
The denom inations would share
clergy and celebrate Communion
together. The hurdle to full union is
apostolic succession, which both
endorse, but Episcopalians believe
that tracing the consecration of
bishops back to the Apostles is
essential. Among Lutherans, the
lifelong authority of bishops is a
concern. The October 1999 assem
bly also approved full union with
the 49,000-member Moravian
Church in America. Moravians hold
to the historic creeds but place less
emphasis on them than the Luther
ans do.
Also debated at the assembly:
ordination of homosexuals who
abstain from sexual relations. One
delegate called this posture “the
equivalent of saying that overweight
people may be ordained, but may
not eat.” The assembly endorsed the
policy on non-celibate homosexual
clergy 820 to 159.
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